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Bar Exam Change
Set for March
Candidates for admission to the Minnesota bar will be ex
amined on 13 subjects in the March, 1960 test, the State Board
of Law Examiners decided at their meeting Nov. 14.
The subjects on which questions will be submitted are con
stitutional law, real and personal property, cont r acts, torts,
sales and negotiable instruments, private corporations, equity
jurisprudence, wills and administration, Minnesota practice
and pleading evidence, criminal law and pr ocedure, legal eth
ics and attorney and client, and federal taxation.

Placement Bureau Will
Aid Seniors, Employers
Plans to assist in the place
ment of 70 seniors who will
graduate in June were an
nounced today by Joseph
Thompson, '60, chairman of
the Placement Bureau of the
Student Bar Association.

In previous examinations appli- 1-- - - - - - -- -- -- cants wrote on 13 required subwill be submitted to the Bar
jects and six electives.
Board for analysis, revision
The bar examiners also de
cided to reduce the number of
questions on which each appli
cant will write to 24 or fewer.
Recent bar exams have includ
ed S7 questions.

Here an attempt is being made
by the board to remove the pres
sure that grows out of having to
answer a large number of questions
within a limited period. By reduc
ing the number of questions the
examiners expect students will
have ample time to write.
Another change is that ques
tions will not be labeled as to
subject matter. Candidates will
be expected to read and
analyze the question and write
on the issue found.

Seniors and graduates who wish
the services of the bureau in se
curing employment with law firms,
private businesses, governmental
agencies or in related fields are
asked to fill out the application
forms now available in the school
office.

and approval.

The board is considering, but
has made no recommendation, on
a proposal that an alphabetical
grading system be substituted for
the current numerical system.
Attending the meeting were As
sociate Judges of the Supreme
Court Martin A. Nelson and Leroy
E. Matson; John Padden, chairman
of the State Board of Law Exami
ners, Neil Peterson, secretary, and
members Arnold A. Karlins, Don
ald Harries, Raymond Flader and
Robert Sheran; Dean Stephen R.
Curtis of William Mitchell College
of Law and Dean William B. Lock
hart of the University of Minnesota
Law School, members of the State

-Photo by Paul Wendland

Members of the SBA Placement Bureau are left to right, Paul Mag
nuson, '63, Joseph Thom,pson, '60, chairman, James M~n~ '62~ and
Douglas Thomson, '60. Committee member Edward Soshnik, 62, 1s not
pictured.

Bar Advisory Council; and Dean
R. R. Hamilton of the University of
Wyoming Law School. Board mem
ber H. V. Plunkett was not present.

Eight Elected to
Board of Governors

In accordance with the Supreme
Court's order revising the proce
dure for bar examinations, grad
ing will be done by "readers,"
lawyers who have demonstrated
Eight c l ~ p resen: v were elect e to
skill in examination writing, under of e-Sttraent Bar Association Oct. 26.
standards set by the board of law
Named were Gene Adamic and Paul Magnuson, first year; J.--....
examiners.
Robert Stassen and Jamfl Wenck, second year; Arthur Anderson
Work has already begun n
securing questions from ex
rienced law teachers outside
the state of Minnesota. These
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Scholarships,
Student Loans
Now Available

Creation of two new student loan
funds was announced today by
Dean Stephen R. Curtis in a report
on scholarship and loan funds at
William Mitchell College of Law.
· ~ ey are a student loan fund of
and Howard Stenzel, third year; and James Nelson and Gerald
$300 ~ven by the Phi Delta Delta
Freeman, fourth year.
LegaJI Fraternity and a student
e regular officers of the Student Bar Association will continue to
o1c loan fund of $100 donated by
e-ne-Pal-eJectilc}n--next-spi,ing
Mr. Allan E. Levin, who graduated
last June. Both f unds are now
available and inquiries should be
directed to Dean Curtis.
Scholarship awards for 1958S9 made by the faculty com
mittee were as follows:

Minnesota State Bar Foundation
scholarships totaling $500 were
given to William C. Hoffman, Phyl
lis Gene Jones, and Kenneth Maas.
Farmers Insurance Group Tui
tion awards totaling $490 went to
Michael J. O'Connor and John G.
Bell.
The Hvass, Weisman, Peterson,
King and Schwappach Scholarship
Fund of $350 was awarded to Peter
F. Frenzer, Howard Stenzel and
Louise McAnulty.

A small, inexpensive photo
is required, Mr. Thompson
said, and the com,pleted forms
will be filed permanently in
the college business office.
Prospective employers may ob
tain a copy of any form upon
request.

A book listing job openings in
cluding several for graduates has
also been placed in the office. New
listings will be added as they be
come available.
"Many senior students seek
opportunities with law firms in
rural Minnesota areas this
spring," Mr. Thompson re
ported. He urged interested
employers to contact the com
mittee or the school office. "A
list of qualified applicants will
be sent to any employer who
notifies us he has a position
to be filled."

The Minnesota Bar Association
is aiding the Bureau and included
an announcement of its activities
in the November issue of Bench
and Bar.

412 Register

For Fall Term

Total registration for the 195960 school term at William Mitchell
College of Law at the commence
ment of the fall semester was 412
students.
The above enrollment includes
147 first year students, which is
identical with the 1958-1959 figure;
Each of the funds is awarded
108 second year students; 87 in the
on the basis of scholastic
third year; and 70 students in the
standing and financial need at
fourth year.
the discretion· of the faculty
A statistical view of the fresh
committee and may be given
man class shows that 57% are mar
to a single individual or di
ried. Their average age is 27 and
vided among several qualified
90% have earned bachelor's de
students.
Dean Curtis urged students who grees.
believe they might qualify for
scholarships to apply before Dec.
15 by securing an application from
the business office.
Dean Curtis also noted that
there is a great need for additional
scholarship funds. In other schools,
graduating classes or social clubs
have initiated modest funds which
The five top scores on the July
have increased in later years to
considerable proportions, Dean Minnesota Bar Examination were
Curtis said. He invited anyone in won by William Mitchell gradu
terested in the scholarship pro ates.
Tying for first place were Alonzo
gram to contact him.
B. Seran and Richard W. Copeland.
Paul H. Ray was number three and
Sook Store Open
Robert W. Long and Paul A. Joyce
tied for fourth place.
Mondays
The college book store will be
In the March Bar Examination
open Mondays during the entire Mitchellite John R. Moonan was
semester, Gerald Rummel, man first with classmate Maurice S.
ager, reported.
Brietman second.

Mitchellites Top
Bar Exam

Judge John B. Sanborn, right, congratulates his successor and former la,w clerk, Judge Harry A. Black
mun of the United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, left, a,f ter administering the oath of
office in his chambers. The delighted audience includes Judge Blackmun's daughters, Sally, 12, Nancy, 16,
and Suzi, 10, and his wife Dorothy.
Judge Blackmun again followed in Judge Sanborn's footsteps when he was elected a member of the
Board of Trustees of the William Mitchell College of Law at the annual meeting of the corporation this
month.
He and Dean Emeritus John A. Burns of the La·w School were elected members of the corporation of
the school.

i
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The Students Speak

Help Wantedl
The Student Bar Association is an assembly of students formed for
the benefit of the student body. In its short life it has already done
much to accomplish this end. Jobs have been found for unemployed
students, excellent speakers have been procured - and the pros
pects for this, the Association's first full year of existence, look even
more promising.
Financially, the Association is in good condition. In addition to the
one dollar per semester fee paid by each student, the Association
shares in the proceeds of the pay telephones and the coin machines
in the lounge.
It woul'd seem, therefore, that the only element needed to make
the Student Bar Association a. complete success is greater student
interest and participation.
A core of about a dozen people has been making the Association
function since its inception. Having formed and guided the organization
through the initial stages, they are presently key members of most
of the committees.
These are the people who have carried on the work-not because
they wanted to, or had time to, but because there was no one else to
do it.
This is a situation which should be changed. An organization to
be truly representative must have a wide base of support and
extensive participa,tion, by the student body. It's also a chance for
each student to extend his o,wn range of experience-whether it
be by writing for the Opinion, contacting employers, or in some
other way helping with the operation of the Association.
No one is forced to accept the responsibility of working for the Asso
ciation. Like the school library, it's there for whoever will use it-and
whoever will use it will be better for having done so.
-John M. Moylan

The Butcher, The Baker

Students Have Varied Jobs
By Mary Jeanne Wiesen

As colorful and serenely impressive as the college building itself are those who follow the
path to legal learning at William Mitchell.
Many of the students are persons who have already achieved positions of importance in
other occupations. Coming from widely varied backgrounds, they bring a wealth of experi
ence to their legal studies.
Douglas C. Rigg, warden of the
state prison at Stillwater, is a
freshman student at William Mit
chell. Warden Rigg brought 15
years' experience with the Califor
nia Prison Serv
ice to his work
i n Minnesota.
He has written
several articles
for the Journal
of
American
Corrections, as
well as one on
life-term prison
ers for The Sa,t
urday Evening
Douglas Rigg
Post. He has
also penned book reviews for the
Saturday Review of Literature,
Minnesota La-w Review, San Fran
cisco Chronicle and the Minneapo
lis Tribune.
Warden Rigg was born in
Louisiana but rea,red in New
York. He put himself through
school by working in the Mer
chant Marine, traveling to Eu
rope and the Orient. He fol
lowed a B. A. in, economics
and public administration from
the University of California
with graduate work at the New
York School of Social Work
and Stanford School of Busi
ness Administration.
Doug feels that law will be an
asset to his present work, as well
as valuable preparation for possi-

DICTA
by the Dean
Since the appearance last May of the first issue of the
William Mitchell Opinion, there have been several interesting
h
developments in the affairs of the school. June brought t e
close of the first year of operations in the new building. The
commencement exercises in the Armory of the College of St.
Thomas attended by nearly 1000 people included a colorful
.'
·
·
' d t
process10n
m
aca d ennc
reg.all ~ of . 82 gra
ua es, 25 f acultY
members, the trustees and distingmshed guests, from the law
building east to Cleveland Avenue, across Summit Avenue,
west on the boulevard to the archway and thence across the
.
campus t o th e Armory.
~brary by Judge Sanborn has been
Judge Edwa,rd J. Devitt of
the United Sta,tes Distrid
Court, District of Minnesota,
gave an address of inspiration.
The honorary degree of Doc.tor
of Laws was conferred by President Andrew N. Johnson upon
Judge John B. Sanborn of the
United States Court of Appeals, Eighth Circuit. This was
the first honorary degree ever
given by the William Mitchell
College of Law or by any of
its predecessors. The annual
banquet of the William Mitchell College of Law Alumni
Associa,tion was held on the
following night and was well
attended.
News of the extensive enlargement and improvement of the library, which kept us more than
busy all summer, appears elsewhere in this issue. The moving
of old shelving into the new stackroom and the installation of new
shelving involved moving every
book in the library at least twice
- and with 25,000 volumes that
is considerable moving. Our stack
area has been increased by onehalf and the reading area by
one-third. The Board of Trustees
has named the library after Judge
Sanborn. As soon as a display case
now being built to hold some very
old and rare books given to the

n:~stalled, ~he John ~- Sanb~rn
Li?rary will be _dedicated w!th
smtable ceremomes, at ':"hich
Judge _Ha~ry A. Blackm~ will b~
the pri~cipal speaker. It is hop~
that this ceremony can be held m
December.
The Alumni Association has
lent very real support to the
school by providing us with a,n
Addressograph machine, a.nd
a microphone and loudspeaker
in each classroom.
William Mitchell was well represented at the American Bar Association meeting at Miami Beach in
August. Three trustees - Judges
Pearson and Knudson, and John
B. Burke, Sr. - joined me there,
and so did Ray Faricy, president of
our Student Bar Association. Ray
made the speech that elected the
new president of the American
Law Student Association. A party
for Minnesota lawyers was attended by about 100 and was featured by the presence of the new
president of the American Bar Association, John D. Randall, who is
to be our commencement speaker
next June.
Our second year in the new
building opened in September with
an enrollment of 412, including a
beginning class of 147. Each of our
classes, except that of the fourth
year, is in two sections. New rnem-
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hers of the faculty include one full
time professor, William B. Danforth, who recently moved here
from Mason City, Iowa. New parttime instructors are Vernon A.
Johnson, David c. Forsberg, and
A. Patrick Leighton. News of
changes in curriculum, which the
full-time faculty feels are in the
right direction, is to be found in
another column.
A development with great potential for the good of our students
and of the school was the formal
organization on November 4 of the
William Mitchell Law Wives. This
is the name chosen by our student
wives, who have stated their objects to be:
to improve the understanding of the members of this organiza.tion as wives of law
students, of the problems, am•
bitions, standards, and responsibilities of law students and
of lawyers;
to be of assistance in every
possible way to the students
and to the law school;
to promote social fellowship
among the William Mitchell
Law Wives.
These young women are aware of
their common interest with their
husbands in law and in the law
school. They have found a way to
cooperate by increasing their own
understanding and by taking part
in or creating activities closely
related to the professional train
ing and careers of their husbands.
I can assure the officers of our
Alumni Association and the mem
hers of our Board of Trustees that
with the William Mitchell Law
Wives now in high gear there will
never be any doubt about the fu
ture interest and support of the
alumni of this law school.
~
/
//J /?

~fephen

I,.

Lurfi:J

ble future teaching in criminology
and public administration.
Da,vid A. O'Connor is a podia
trist, as well as a senior student
at William Mitchell. For the past
three years Dr. O'Connor has main
tained an office in M.inneapolis,
where he treats
f o o t disorders
both medically
and surgically.
Previously h e
w a s associated
with the ortho
pedic clinic of
Madigan Army
hospital in Ta
coma, Washing
David O'Connor
ton.
Attendance at the College of
St. Thomas and the University
of Minnesota preceded his
ea,rning the degree of Doctor
of Surgical Chiropody at the
Chicago College of Chiropody,
one of six such schools in the
United States.
He explains that the dual terms
formerly used to refer to his pro
fession, podiatry in the East and
chiropody in the West, have been
resolved in the universal accept
ance of podiatry.
Carroll C. Jorgenson, a third year
student, has been Ramsey County
Civil Service Administrator for the
past six years.
Mr. Jorgenson holds a master's
degree in public administration
from the University of Minnesota.
Married, he has three children.
Since County Civil Service is
created by and operates under
Minnesota statute, Carroll finds
reading and interpretation of law
advantageous in his work.
Otto M. Janke is assistant super
intendent of Ancker hospital by
day, second year law student at
night. His work
involves super
vision of the
management
functions of An
cker, the county
hospital. He has
full responsibil
ity for the med
ical records, out
patient, physi
cal and occupaOtto M. Janke tional therapy,
and registration departments. He is
also in charge of the business of
fice.
Participa,tion in professional
and civic organizations such
as St. Pa,ul Hospital council,
the Chamber of Commerce and
United Fund Appea,I keep Mr.
Ja,nke busy. He has written
papers for the Journal of the
American Hospital Associa
tion, Hospitals, and the Mod
ern Hospital.
Otto had previous hospital ex
perience at Asbury, St. Barnabas
and Abbott hospitals in Minneapo
lis. He holds a B. A. in economi<,!S
and business administration from
Hamline University and a Master
of Hospital Administration from
the University of Minnesota.
Cha,rles L. Langer is business
administrator of the Metropolitan
Mosquito C o n
trol D i s t r i c t.
Setting up the
accounting sys
tem for the tax
supported, com
mission - direct
ed group was,
in his words, "A
thrilling experi
ence," especial
ly when favor
able reports fol- Charles Langer
lowed the initial auditing period.
Before his present employ
ment Mr. La,nger was comp-

troller and registrar of the
Havre Unit of the University
of Montana; comptroller-treas
urer of the Pa,ppin Construc
tion Co. in Great Falls, Mont.;
and comptroller-treasurer of
the Stewa,rt Lumber Co. in
Minneapolis.
A second year student, Chuck
plans to combine law with his ac
counting background and become
a tax attorney.
John C. Midanek, fourth year
student, has been comptroller
for the Henne
pin Transporta
tion Co., a large
trucking firm, ·-......J>
for the past 12
years.
Mr. Midanek
earned a B. A.
f r o m the Uni
versity of Min
nesota. He intends to use law _ _ _ ___..,___.
to b et t er his John C. Midanek
business background.
Bridge is a favorite hobby and
he is within a few Master Points
of becoming a Life Master.
Morris L. Lefkowitz is case work
director of the Children's Home
Society. As such
he is responsi
ble for the over
all planning of
th e organiza
tion, which ar
r a n g e s adop
tions a n d pro
lvides boarding
\homes for chil·
dren
awaiting
Morris L.
adoption. T h e
Lefkowitz
Society, o n 1 y
non-sectarian private agency of its
kind in the state, cares for many
interracial and handicapped chil
dren.
Mr. Lefkowitz, first year stu
dent, received a B. A. from New
York University and an M. A. in
social work from Columbia. Prior
to corning to Minnesota he did
group psychiatric social work in
ew ork, where he was a member
of the New York City Youth Board
for four years. Last year he was a
candidate for senator in New York.
0. Dave Tingum is superintend
ent of the St. Anthony Independent
School District 282, as well as a
fourth year law student. As super
intendent, he is currently seeking
a $1,750,000 bond issue for the
building of a new high school.
Mr. Tingum's previous ex
perience includes service as
mayor and justice of the peace
in New York Mills, Minn., and
co-chairma,n of the war-time
rationing board in Ottertail
county. He is a member of the
Kiwanis club, Phi Delta Ka,ppa
educational fraternity and Phi
Beta Gamma legal fraternity.
Knowledge of the law will be
useful to Mr. Tingum in his work
as school administrator and in the
handling of the legal affairs of
the school district.
The butcher, the baker, the
ca,ndlestick maker, in the
words of the old rhyme, are
all represen.ted at William
Mitchell - except that the ca,n
d lestick maker has given way,
under the press of progress, to
the digital computer progra,m
mer!
Wayne R. Johnson, butcher,
Robert V. Johnson, baker, and
Gerald W. Harrer, digital com
puter programmer, are all enrolled
here.
Also students are six chemists,
26 engineers, a pharmacist, five
certified public accountants, 31 ac
countants, ten teachers, 18 law
clerks, six court clerks and no
fewer than 88 insurance adjusters!
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Legal Writing
Seminar Begins

CASE NOTES
by Gerald C. Rummel
MINNESOTA CIVIL DAMAGE
ACT ..•
RELEASE GIVEN ON SET
TLEMENT OF CLAIM UN
DER WRONGFUL DEATH
ACT NOT A B A R T 0
ACTION UNDER C I V I L
DAMAGE ACT
Ruditis v. Gallop, 269 F.2d 50
(8th Cir. 1959)
Action by infant against owners
of bars for loss of support occa
sioned by death of mother in auto
mobile accident, brought under the
Minnesota Civil Damage Act,
M.S.A. Sec. 340.95, on the ground
that mother's death was due to in
toxication of minor driver of car
in which she was riding, and that
such intoxication was caused by
liquor sold to driver by bar own
ers. The District Court (162 F .
Supp. 270 [D.C. D. Minn . 1958])
held the action was barred by prior
settlement of wrongful death ac
tion brought under M.S.A. Sec.
573.02 and release given by infant's
guardian which purported to re
lease "all claims he might have for
that injury, not only against the
releasees, but also against 'all other
persons, firms or corporations.' "
The Court of Appeals reversed
the District Court's judgment on
the pleadings for defendants on
the basis of Ritter v. Village of Ap
pleton, 93 N.W.2d 683 (Minn. 1958),
decided after the District Court de
cision in the instant case. The Min
nesota court there held that ac
tions under the Wrongful Death
Act and actions under the Civil
Damage Act differed "in scope and
in purpose" and invol~ed "different
issues and wrongdoers who are not
joint or concurrent tortfeasers,"

Several new courses, one a sem
mar, have been instituted at Wil
liam Mitchell this year.
''The intent has been to
strengthen the curriculum,"
stated Dean Stephen R. Curtis.
"Curriculum, is always in a
state of flux a,nd it is the job
of the school to keep up to
date with the needs of the
times."
The seven-month long seminar
on brief writing under the guid
ance of Professor William B. Dan
forth will include studies in the
form and content of legal briefs,
both trial and appellate, and legal
memoranda. Ten students selected
for the course will also research
and prepare written memoranda on
selected legal problems similar to
bar review articles.
Two of the curricular addi
tions are in the second year
program, in which Legal Ac
coun,ting and Legal Drafting
are offered.
In the third year new courses
are Real Estate Transactions and
Trade Regulation, while the fourth
year addition is Taxation of Es
tates.

and that although, in order to pre
vent "double recovery for the same
losses," a defendant could have
sums paid in settlement of a wrong
ful death action applied against a
recovery under the Civil Damage
Act, "it would be responsible for
any excess remaining after such
application." It distinguished the
Lower court decision in Ruditis v.
Gallop on the basis of the broad
language used in the release in
that case.
In the Court of Appeals, it was
held that the broad language in the
release was not authorized by the
Michigan probate court order pur
suant to which the release was giv
en; that there was authorization
only for the release of the driver,
his father and their insurer; and
that under the Ritter case, the re
lease, as so limited, was no bar to
an action under the Civil Damage held that there was no sound rea
Act.
son for prohibiting such an action,
whether or not the claim was cov
ered by insurance carried by plain
PARENT AND CHILD
PARENT'S ACTION tiff's wife, the owner of the car
AGAINST M I N O R SON driven by the defendant son. The
court distinguished both cases ad
BASED ON INJURIES TO hering to the "majority rule" that
ANOTHER MINOR SON
an unemancipated minor child may
Becker v. Rieck, 188 N.Y.S.2d not maintain an action for "non
724 (Sup. Ct. Onondaga Co. wilful" personal injuries against
a parent (cf. London Guarantee &
1959)
Accident Co., Ltd. v. Smith, 242
Action by father against uneman Minn. 211, 64 N.W.2d 781 [1954))
cipated minor son and another to and cases holding that a p arent
recover for loss of services and may not maintain an action against
medical expenses incurred as a re an unemancipated minor child for
sult of injuries received by another personal injuries to the parent
minor son, while a passenger in h imself, stating that in this case,
automobile driven by defendant plaintiff's loss was "in the nature
son. Defendant son moved to dis of an infringement on a pr operty
miss the complaint as to him on right, as to. which there n ever has
the ground that such an action was been any qu estion that a parent
against public policy.
may maintain an action against an
In denying the motion, the court unemanci pated child."

FRATERNITIES
DEL TA THETA PHI
Held its annual all-school dance
at the Ryan Hotel, Friday, Nov. 21.
Open to non-fraternity students,
the party was well-attended and
very enjoyable.
Ramsey Senate recently heard
retiring Tribune Raymond W. Far
icy report on the National Conven
tion in Detroit last August.
Instructed by the Senate to make
every effort to remove the discrim
ination clause from the National
Constitution, Ray submitted a let
ter outlining the proposal to every
Senate several months prior to
the convention. The question was
voted on twice during the meeting
with a majority being obtained on
the second ballot, but less than the
two-thirds required for a consti
tutional amendment.
Pleased with the trend, Ramsey
Senate has appointed a committee
composed of Dean Kenneth Maas
and Vice Dean William Rasmussen
to work to obtain the necessary
two-thirds support in the 1961 con
vention.
Committee chairmen for the
present school year are Anthony
Danna and Thomas Murphy, annual
all school dance; Arthur Siefert

and Robert Schumacher, pledge
trainers; and Douglas Shoemaker,
social.

PHI BETA GAMMA
Will initiate ten members this
fall. The organization aims cur
rently to rebuild its membership
through the addition of select low
er classmen.
Officers are Loy Maiers, chief
justice; Marvin Jacobson, assis~.t
chief justice; Louis Mendel, clerk;
and Donald Blockhaus, bailiff.

PHI DELTA DEL TA
Alpha Epsilon Psi Chapter re
ceived its newly-granted charter
at a dinner meeting in October. Na
tional President Elizabeth Haak of
New Orleans made the presenta
tion. Five pledges were initiated at
the meeting and President Jean
McVeety entertained members at
a late evening reception at her
home.
The new chapter is for William
Mitchell College of Law. Charters
granted previously to Alpha Epsi
lon chapter for Minneapolis-Minne
sota College of Law and Alpha Psi
Chapter for St. Paul College of
Law have been rescinded and alum
nae of the two are charter mem
bers of the new chapter.
Constitution and By-Laws were
approved at a Founder's Day meet
ing, Nov. 7.

Andrew Johnson Tells Lawyer's Duties
The complex relationship be
tween an attorney's idealistic con
cept of his professional obliga
tions and his need to be a careful
business man was delineated by
Andrew N. Johnson, president of
William Mitchell College of Law,
Nov. 10.
His was the first lecture ar
ranged by the Student Bar Asso
ciation lecture committee for this
school year.
"An attorney has a duty to his
client, a duty to his fellow lawyers
and a duty to society," Mr. Johnson
said.
"If a new lawyer can handle
the affairs of one client profes
sionally and sincerely, he will
gain a client who will sell his
services to other potential
clients."

He advised prospective attorneys
to make a hobby of studying cur
rent economic and market condi
tions. He suggested that it is
probably more dangerous to under
charge a client than to over
charge him, that a client may not
trust an attorney in financial litiga
tion unless he has demonstrated
a knowledge of current condi
tions.
Looking forward, he noted
the development of interna
tional privat'e law and the need
for lawyers trained to aid
American nationals and corpo
ra·t ions abroad in inheritance
law, patent law, property taxa
tion and land rjghts.
Additional lectures are being ar
ranged by the SBA committee and
will be announced soon, Gerald
Kalina, chairman, reported.

r-----------------------------·--·--------~i
J

efaw UAve6 Or1anize

:Jo _A-;_J

More than 100 wiv~ of students
participated Oct. 7 in organizat ion.
of a wives' club for the purpose of
better understanding the problems
and responsibilities of law stu
dents, assisting the law school and
developing friendships.
The William Mitchell Law Wives
became a reality Nov. 4 with
the adoption of a constitution and
by-laws and the election of officers.
At their executive board's first
meeting Nov. 13, the women ap
proved plans for a Christmas serv
ice project, a fund-raising effort
and provision of draperies for the
student lounge and Dean's office.
Mrs. Douglas Heidenreich pre
sided, having been elected first
president of the Law Wives at the
Nov. 4 meeting.
Mrs. Everett Hamilton was
elected
vice
president,
Mrs.
Thomas Duffy, r ecording secretary,
Mrs. Ph ilip Bloedel corresponding
secretary and Mrs. James Johnson,
treasurer.
Named public relations director
was Mrs. James Adams; social
chairman, Mrs. Paul Dove ; hos
pitality, Mrs. Arthur Seifer t; and
members-at-large, Mrs. Robert Fin
dorff, Mrs. Barry McGrath and Mrs.
Emanuel Serstock with Mrs. James
Noonan as alternate.
The Law Wives' next meeting
will be Dec. 2 in room 101.

1

Mrs. Wilton Gervais, hostess, pours for, left to right, Mrs. Lyle C.
Howg Jr., Mrs. Kent Tupper, Mrs. Robert J. Milavet% and Mrs.
James Noonan.

On direct examination: Officer
Murphy, will you describe the ap
pearance of your squad car,
please?
Murphy: It is a station wagon
painted yellow and white with
large decals on each side which
say "Village Police" and red oscu
lating lights on top.
And on cross examination: And
from how far behind the squad
car, Officer Murphy, can one see
the red lights osculating?

r/!Jaleo,

Schoof

J

Mrs. Arthur Seifert, Mrs. Paul Kyyhkynen and Mrs. Everett N.
Hamilton enjoy refreshments after the meeting.

Photos by Paul Wendlandt

Mrs. James H. Adams, Mrs. Stephen T. Quigley and Mrs. James
H. Johnson considered ways in which the girls can help their stu•
dent husbands, singly and as a group.

l
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Legislature ReVises Juvenile Court Law
By Edward J. Drury

The Juvenile Court Act (Minn. Laws 1959, c. 685; Minn. -Stat., Secs. 260.11-260.301) rep
resents the first comprehensive revision of Minnesota's juvenile court laws since 1917. : .,
Juvenile courts were first established in Minnesota in 1905 but these were limited to Hen
nepin, Ramsey and St. Louis counties. A basic juvenile court act for the entire state be
came law in 1917. (Minn. Laws 1917, c. 397) While this basic act was amended many times,
the 1959 act is the first complete revision of Minnesota's laws relating to the jurisdiction of
juvenile courts and the laws and procedures relating to delinquent, neglected, dependent
and adoptive children.
The new Juvenile Court Act is
the result of a study made by the
Interim Commission on Public Wel
fare Laws created by the 1957 leg
islature (Minn. Laws 1957, c. 817)
and a report submitted to the
1959 legislature by that commis
sion. The commission, which was
created following an unsuccessful
attempt to pass a new juvenile
court act at the 1957 session, con
sisted of five senators and five rep
resentatives plus members from
the courts, welfare agencies, re
ligious organizations, probation de
partments and other groups.
Although there a,re impor
tant jurisdictional and proce
dural changes in the 1959 act,
the general philosophy and
much of the basic law remain
the same. By bringing as many
as possible of the l'aws relating
to children together into one
chapter, the new act achieves
one of the principal objectives
of the Interim Commission.

The act provides that in counties
having a population of over 100,000, the District Court is the Ju
venile Court, while in counties hav
ing a population of less than 100,000, the Probate Court is the Ju
venile Court. (C. 685, sec. 3; Minn.
Stat., sec. 260.021). In most re
spects, the Probate Juvenile Court's
"original and exclusive jurisdic
tion" is the same as that of the
District Juvenile Court. (C. 685,
sec. 13; Minn. Stat. sec. 260.111.)
Adoptions Under Juvenile Court
Jurisdiction

One major change is the trans
fer of jurisdiction of adoption pro
ceedings from the District Courts
to the Juvenile Courts. (C. 685,
secs. 13 and 45; Minn. Stat., sec.
259.23, subd. 1, and 260.111, subd.
2[d]). The legislature inserted an
exception to this provision in coun
ties where the Probate-Juvenile
Judge is not an attorney. In such
counties, jurisdiction over adop
tions remains in the District Court.
(C. 685, sec. 13; Minn. Stat., sec.
260.111, subd. 2[d]).
According to Philip Olfelt,
Executive Secretary of the In
terim Commission, there are
now approximately 30 Probate
Juvenile Judges who are not
attorneys. This situation will
gradually change because all
newly elected Probate Judges,
except incumbents who are re
elected, are now required to
be attorneys. (Minn. Const.,
art. 6, sec 7; Minn. Stat., sec.
525.04).
Exclusive Jurisdiction of
Delinquents

A significant addition to the jur
isdiction: of the Probate-Juvenile
Courts is Section 260.111 (c. 685,
sec. 13), which gives the Juvenile
Court "original and exclusive juris
diction in proceedings concerning
any child who is alleged to be de
linquent, a juvenile traffic offend
er, neglected, or dependent . . . ."
This section gives jurisdiction to
all Juvenile Courts, no matter how
serious the offense may be.
To eliminate the problem raised
by the provision of the Minnesota
Constitution that the District Court
shall have "original jurisdiction in
all civil and criminal cases," (Minn.
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Const., art. 6, sec. 5) and in an at
tempt to answer the question
raised in the case of State ex rel
Pett v. Jackson, 252 Minn. 418, 90
NW2d 219 (1958) as to the validity
of a Juvenile Judge's refusal, in his
discretion, to transfer a child to
the District Court for prosecution
for the commission of a felony as
serious as murder, section 260.215,
subd. 1, (c. 685, sec. 32) provides
that "a violation of a state or local
law or ordinance by a child before
becoming 18 years of age is not a
crime unless the Juvenile Court
refers the matter to the appropri
ate prosecuting authority in ac·
cordance with the provisions of
section 260.125 or to a court in ac
cordance with the provisions of
section 30." (Minn. Stat., sec.
260.193, dealing with juvenile traf
fic offenders.)
Sections 260.111 and 260.215
are also intended to codify the
ruling in State ex rel Knutson
v. Jackson, 249 Minn. 246, 82
NW2d 234 (1957) which held
that a boy charged with mur
der had to be given a valid
Juvenile Court hearing before
a criminal proceeding could be
initiated against him in District
Court. The theory of section
260.215 is that since the legis
lature has the power to deter
mine what is or is not a crime
(cf. State v. Moilen, 140 Minn.
112, 11 S, 167 NW 345, 346, 1
A.L.R. 331 (1918)), it can pro
vide that an act which, if done
by an adult would be a crime,
shall not be a crime if done
,by a child, unless the Juvenile
Court refers the matter to the
appropriate prosecuting au
thority.

Section 260.125 (c. 685, sec. 16)
gives the Juvenile Court power to
refer a case involving a child 14
years of age or older to "the ap
propriate prosecuting authority"
for criminal prosecution after the
child has had a Juvenile Court
hearing and the Juvenile Court has
determined that the child "is not
suitable to treatment or that pub
lic safety is not served" by Juvenile
Court proceedings.
In line with the foregoing
is the provision of section
260.165, subd. 2 (c. 685, sec. 24)
that "the taking of a child into
custody under the provisions
of this section shall not be
considered an arrest."
Proceedings to Terminate Parental
Rights

Another important provision is a
new procedure for terminating
parental rights. Before the 1959
act, in every case of dependency
or neglect the law required that
the notification to parents contain
a statement to the effect that the
parents could lose the child as a
result of the proceeding. (Minn.
Stat. 1957, section 260.08.) That
provision "handicaps the Court in
seeking a solution short of termi
nating parental rights because it
puts the parents on the defensive
and tends to make them uncooper
ative . . . " (Report of the Interim
Commission, p. 26.) Consequently,
the new act has a separate proceed
ing for termination of parental
rights (c. 685, secs: 33-38; Minn.
Stat., secs. 260.221-260.245).
Sec. 34.66, P.L.&R.
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Jury Trials Prohibited

Section 260.155, subd. 1 (c. 685,
sec. 22) prohibits jury trials in the
Juvenile Court, except in District
Juvenile Court prosecutions for the
crime of contributing 'to the delin
quency or neglect of a minor under
section 260.261 (c. 685, sec. 41).
While it has been suggested that a
constitutional question may be in
volved in the jury trial prohibition
because under · section 260.185,
subd. (d) (c. 685, sec. 28) the Ju
venile Judge can commit a child to
the Youth Conservation Commis
sion, which has the authority to
place a child so committed in its
conservation camps (Minn. Stat.,
sec. 242.37) or training schools
(Minn. Stat., sec. 242.18), "the view
has generally been taken that
statutes providing for the custody
or commitment of delinquent or in
corrigible children are not uncon
stitutional by reason of failure to

provide for a jury trial, where the
investigation is into the status and
needs of the child, and the institu
tion to which the child is com
mitted is not of a penal character."
(31 Am. Jur., Juvenile Courts, sec.
67, p. 333.) See also annotation in
43 ALR2d 1129.
Professor Monrad G. Paulsen
of Columbia University sug
gests that a jury trial in
Juvenile Court is not desirable
because, although "a.n open
trial would operate as a check
on arbitrary action by the
court, the advantage would be
purchased at the expense of
punishing the juvenile by pub
licity." Paulsen, Fairness to
the Juvenile Offender, 41
Minn. Law Review. 547, 560
(1957).

The same freedom from public
ity is provided for in section
260.161, subd. 2 (c. 685, sec. 23),
which provides that except for cer
tain specified records, "none of the
records of the Juvenile Court, in
cluding legal records, shall be open
to public inspection or their con
tents disclosed except by order of
the court."
Referees in All Juvenile Courts
To lessen the workload of
judges, the new act provides
that the Juvenile Court may
appoint qualified referees to

ALUMNI BRIEFS
By Robert Schumacher

More than 3,000 men and women have been awarded diplo
mas by William Mitchell College of Law and its predecessors,
St. Paul College of Law and Minneapolis-Minnesota College
of Law. Each is interested in the achievements of the others
and the uses to which former classmates have put their pro
fessional training. This columnist asks the help of each alumnus
in reporting news about himself and his classmates.
Recent graduates who have be
the Department of Taxation, In
gun practice are:
Milan S. Salach, 'SB, and Andrew heritance and Gift Tax, State of
R. Larson, 'SB, have begun general Minnesota.
Yashushi Wada is employed by
practice in Duluth. David S. Bou•
schor, 'SB, has joined his father's the Iowa Mutual Insurance Co.,
firm, Bouschor and McNulty, prac Minneapolis; Cyril J. Mergens is
ticing some admiralty and labor self-employed in the manufacture
of grain, feed and flour processing
law.
Ward Thomas Beadnell, '59, is equipment. Kenneth S. Ziebarth
a mortgage broker for Thorpe Jr., is with the Ohio Casualty Ins.
Brothers Inc., Minneapolis. Clinton Co. as assistant manager of their
R. Bentley, 'SB, is a partner in Los Angeles bond department.
Phillip L. Johnson is in private
Bentley and Bentley, Red Wing.
M. S. Breitman, '59, is practicing practice at 8026 Olson Memorial
in the Midland Bank bldg., Minne highway. John E. Jansen Jr. is
apolis. Thomas M. Conlin, '58, is engaged in general practice with
with Murnane & Murnane, and Aurelio Nardi, 'SB, and John Scan
Hugh J. Cosgrove, '58, is with lan, 'SB.
Kronebusch, Jesse & Cosgrove,
Capt. John Carey, 'SB, is with the
both in St. Paul.
Judge Advocate General's staff of
Alfred Feldman, '58, is patent at the Air Force in Turkey. Clifford
torney for Minneapolis Honeywell O'Rourke, 'SB, has moved to Cam
Co. and Wayne Farnberg, '58, is an den, Maine and seeks admission
adjuster for Mutual Service Insur to the Maine Bar.
ance Co., Little Falls; he plans to
Milton D. Schantzen has entered
enter private practice in 1960.
practice in the Arthur J. Taylor
Howard S. Cox, 'SB, is with law offices, Minneapolis. Lloyd J.
Springer, Donnelly & Sharood in Moosbrugger, 'SB, is with Benson &
St. Paul. Gabriel D. Giancola, '58, Schreiner, Ortonville, Minnesota.
is with Warge & Barna in Colum James J. Moran, '59, is associated
bia Heights. Paul E. Harris, 'SB, is with Ryan, Kain, Mangan, West
an attorney for the Pillsbury Co., phal & Kresse! in Minneapolis.
Minneapolis. Warren D. Hoglin, Robert W. Patterson, '58, is with
'58, is technical advisor, appellate Schultz & Springer in St. Paul.
division, Internal Revenue Service. Peter Paulos, 'SB, is practicing in
Daniel Jacobowski, '58, is executive St. Paul with four former class
secretary of the Fair Employment mates, and Robert P. Tolaas, SB, is
Practices Commission for the City associated with the law firm of
of St. Paul.
Nahurski & Cyptar, St. Paul. Wil
James N. Grathwol, 'SB, is a part liam M. Vollbrecht, '59, is with the
ner in Grathwol & Plietz, Excelsior. law firm of Grose & Von Holtum,
R. 0. Laine, '58, is in the legal de Worthington, Minnesota.
partment of Minnesota ·Mining and
Alumni in private practice are
Manufacturing Co. Orville Larsen, John W. Meyer, in Sauk Centre,
'SB, is employed by West Publish Minnesota who is also City Attor
ing Co.
ney, David E. Mikkelson, in the
Kevin C: McGuire, '59, is a part Rand Tower in Minneapolis, and
ner in Laub & McGuire, Cresco, Joseph D. O'Brien, '59, also prac
Iowa. Richard D. Johnson, 'SB, is in ticing in Minneapolis in the Ply
private practice in Minneapolis.
mouth Building, Douglas N. Ode
Robert Emory Johnson, '58, is in gaard, 'SB, in Kenyon, Minnesota,
practice with Donald S. Burris, Clinton W. Wyant, '58, in Aitkin,
Southdale Center. John B. Keefe, Minnesota, and Alden E. Schlagel,
'SB, is a partner of Connor & Keefe, 'SB, and Anthony J. Schmidt, '58,
Hopkins. James Keyes, '57, is ex both practicing in St. Paul.
amining titles for a legal concern
Adjusters in St. Paul are Wil
in Denver, Colo.
liam J. Madden, '58, with State
Graham P. Lambert, '59, is man Farm Insurance Company, and Wil
ager of technical personnel in the liam J. Spooner, with St. Paul Fire
mechanical division, General Mills. & Marine.
Carlyn D. Knudson, '58, is with the
Bruce W. J. Meyer, 'SB, John
firm Meagher, Geer, Markham & Cochrane, 'SB, and Vic Anderson,
Anderson,. Minneapolis. John Por '57, have offices in the First Fed·
ter King, ·'59~ -is an attorney wi.th eral Building, St. Paul.

handle cases in the first in
stance, (c. 685, sec. S; Minn.
Stat., sec. 260.031 ). The use of
referees will expedite hearings
and thus enable the Juvenile
Courts to comply with the time
limits on detentions fixed in c.
685, sec. 25 (Minn. Stat., sec.
260.171).

The act provides that physical
or mental examination or investi
gation into the background of a
child cannot commence - until a
petition is filed and the court or
ders such examination or makes a
request for such an investigation.
In delinquency cases, the investiga
tion or examination can be started
when the child admits his delin
quency to the judge or referee. In
any case where the child denies
that he is delinquent, the investi
gation or examination must be
postponed until a hearing has been
held (c. 685, sec. 21; Minn. Stat.,
sec. 260.151.)
Section 260.193 (c. 85, sec. 30, is
a new provision which states that
a child who violates a traffic law
shall be adjudicated a "juvenile
traffic offender" rather than a de
linquent unless the court finds as a
further fact that the child is also
a delinquent under the Juvenile
Court laws.

Faricy Attends

SBA Meet
"The American Law Student As
sociation, in its ten years of ex
istence, has become an influential
factor in the lives of law students
and lawyers throughout the na
tion" said William Mitchell Stu
dent Bar Association president
Raymond Faricy on his return
from the National Convention at
Miami Beach, Florida.
Mr. Farley was asked by the
present ALSA president, Mr. Rich
ard J. Concannon of St. John's Uni
versity to make a speech nominat
ing Concannon for president of
ALSA.
Since returning, he has been
appointed chairman of the as
sociation's committee on schol
arships and fellowships, one
of 17 standing committees.

Library Named
For Judge
John S. Sanborn
The school library, named the
John B. Sanborn Library, was com
pleted this fall and placed under
the guidance of a new librarian,
Miss Judith A. Brandt.
Miss Brandt, B. A. from Ohio
University and LL.B. from
Ohio Northern University, re
places Miss Mary Hagberg,
who was taken ill last sum
mer and resigned.

The school's Board of Trustees
voted to name the library after
Judge Sanborn, who throughout
most of his life has devoted much
valuable time and energy to the
former St. Paul College of Law
and the newly formed William
Mitchell College of Law. Judge
Sanborn was a member of the
Board for many years until his
resignation last spring. Dedication
of the library is expected to take
place this winter.
A set of the United States Stat
utes at Large has been given to the
school by the St. Paul law firm of
Morgan,
Raudenbush,
Morgan,
Oehler and Davis.

Only One Bar
Review Mid-Year
Only one of the bar review
courses will be offered prior to the
March, 1960 bar examination.
Leonard M. Strickler and Robert
J. Rice will conduct their review
in Minneapolis starting February 1.
The State Bar Review Course
conducted by Harry MacLaughlin
and Walter F. Mondale will be
offered in June preceding the
July, 1960 examination, it was an
nounced.

